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30 JUL 1984

Honorable Richard B. Russell
Conmittae on Ariued Services
United 3tates Senate
Washington, D, C.

Dear Mr. Chairmian:
M. R. 2989, a Bill to further a:uend the Missing Persons

Act to cover certaln persous detained in foreign countries againat
their will, and for other purposes, was subaiited to the Congress

by the Department of Defense for ite own purposes and to agconunodate

the needs of the Central Intelligence Agency. The Dill was passed by
tha House in the first session of the 85th Congress and is now pendin;
action by the 3Jepate Conunittes on Arnied Bervices, The propased
Bill provides for specific coverage under the Missing Persons Act
for military and civilian pursonnel employed by the Federal Covern~
ment ia cold-war situations and re-establishes the former policy of
defeyment of Federal inco.uie tax reporiing and pay.aent during the
period such personnel are in a missing status,

The aecessity for this legislation arises out of the fact that
originally the language used conterplated conventionsl wartime
sitnations. Therefore, the terminology of missing in action or
interned in a neutral country, ete., is not precisely deseriptive of
the situations which do devalop. It is difficult legally to say that a
person is wissing when in fact the Soviet government has announced
that he iz & prisoney and the individual is then exhibited to the world.
Furxthey, undsr the Intarssl Revenus Act no satisfactory legal iethod
is provided for handling income 8% reporting saod payment of taxes of
such individuals, This Bill would provide appropriate legal seans of
handling tax returas and payment of taxes. In the absence of such
suthority many difficuit and insquitable aituations do occur.
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In the past the &&\cy has had at any one thime nore than half
& doxen cases which would have been assisted by the provisions in the
proposed Bill. There are still currently certain outstanding cases
which would be legally strungthened by the new legislation.

1 aa: not aware of any ohjection to this legislation which, if
passed, would clarify potentially difficult legal situations. 1 believe
it highly desirable that persons detained by a foreign countzy as a
result of U, S. activities in the cold war be treated in a similar fashion
to casualties of a conventicaal war. This legislation would assure
squitable treataent. While I realize there are suany items of unfinished
business on the Committee's agenda, I would appreciate your support
of this legislation and urge its passage by the Congress.

Sincerely,

{S1zned) JOHN A. McCONE

John A. #eCone
Director

Distribution:
Orig & 1 - Addresses
1-DCI
1-ER
/1 - Leg. Counsel

OGC/LC:YSW:mks (16 July 1964)
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MEMORANDUM FOR: The Director

&

Attached is a letter to Senator Russell
supporting H. R. 2989, to amend the Misaing
Parsons Act, Last ysay DOD, at our initiative
aponsored this legislation which has now passe
the House. X clarifies legally the situation of
cold war prisonsys. It is on the agenda of the
Senate Armed Services Committee and possibl
Just a little further push will get action. A
similar letter was signed by the Director to
Mr. Vinson last year,

Recommend signature.

17 July 1964
(DATE)
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